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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
” you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to the address below stating the number of 
the first part you want and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. You may order as many copies as you like but 
we suggest a minimum of 10 parts. You can calculate the 
amount to pay by multiplying the cover price by the 
number of parts required: for example 10 parts x £1.20 
will cost £12. Postage and packing are free. 


IF you haven't got wt panic! 
all your copies of 0 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to 

write to the address below 

stating which parts you want us to 

send you and enclosing the appropriate 

payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part 1 

which only costs 60p. Postage and packing are free. 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box 
holds 26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below stating the number of Tidy 
Boxes you want and enclosing the payment. Postage 
and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 
Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, be 
sure to state the cardholder’s name, type of card 
(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 0424 755755. 


WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 
4TJ or telephone 0424 755755. 


CUSTOMER ENQUIRIES 0424 755755 
(For readers in the UK and Republic of Ireland) 
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Fox was thinking the same thing. “Kee, kee, 
Tl go and seee,” called Kestrel, whose wing 
had now completely healed from Cat’s attack. 


Scarface and Lady Blue found their dead 
youngster. “It’s all Fox’s fault,” growled 
Scarface. “Weasel should have told me the 
poachers were back. I wonder where she is?” 


The gorse bush was singing. “Kee, kee, 
hello there, old friend,” called Kestrel, 
as she recognized the voice. 


She flew round the park until her sharp 
eyes spotted something very unusual. A 
moving gorse bush! She flew down to take 
a closer look. 


“Go away, I’m not listening,” cried Weasel, 
putting her hands over her ears. 


Weasel stuck her head out. “I’m no friend — 
I’m a gorse bush — leave me alone,” she 
cried. “I’ve come to tell you what’s been 
happening,” said Kestrel. 


Later that evening, 
as Badger was 
keeping watch, a 
log walked past. It 
stopped. “Is this the 
way to the pond?” ~ 
asked the log. 


“Yes, carry on 
down the hill,” 
said Badger, 
absent-mindedly. 


Weasel knew Scarface was after her. 
“T know,” she thought, “I’ll climb up 
this tree.” But the branch broke and 
she fell right into Scarface’s path. 


Weasel soon 
found Fox. “Is 
that a gorse 
bush?” said Fox, 
sarcastically. 


“You heard about 
that, did you?” 
laughed Weasel. 
“Long time no see — 
Ive got a message 
from Scarface.” 


The log carried on down the hill. Badger 
suddenly realized who he was talking to. 
“I say ...,” he called. Too late — the log 
tripped and bumped into a tree! 


“Trying to escape me are you?” Scarface 
asked. “No, I’m just practising my tree 


climbing,” said Weasel, nervously. “Well, you 


can go and give Fox a message — Tell him 
I'll pay him back for the death of my son.” 


“He told me to tell you that he blames you 
for the death of his son and he’s going to 
get you for it.” Fox snarled and Weasel 
made her escape. “What’s she doing 
carrying messages for him?” wondered Fox. 


Owl spent the day worrying that she hadn’t 
warned Fox about the poachers. The herons 
flew in and landed beneath her. Owl could 
just hear what Speedy was saying. 


“Poachers all right ... they got a fox ... died at 
once.” Owl groaned. “Fox is dead and it’s all 
my fault,” she thought. 


Owl was looking very bedraggled when 
Kestrel found her. “It’s all my fault Fox 
died,” she cried. “I should have told him 
about the man with the gun.” 


Kestrel was feeling rather guilty about 
the joke they had played on Owl. “T'll go 
and look for her,” she decided. 


“What do you mean? It was a blue fox that 
was shot, not our Fox,” said Kestrel. “It was 
not your fault at all.” 


“Tt was our fault for not telling you that the 
food raids had been called off.” Kestrel put a 
wing round Owl to comfort her. 


Next week: New arrivals. 


All About." 


6¢Hi! | heard about you friends of Farthing 

ad ee Wood from a gull, and thought you 
might like to hear about me and my 

relations. I’m Bottle-nosed dolphin, 
and I'm one of several kinds that swim 
in the seas around the British Isles. 
I'm the one you're most likely to see 
if you're on the coast. If you go out 
to sea in a boat, you might spot one of 
my cousins, such as Common dolphin. 
We dolphins are small whales — most of us 

are less than 4.5m long. Because we are 

>gay ‘mammals we need air. We take it in through 
Y= the blowhole at the top of our heads, which we 

open when we come to the surface and close when we 

dive underwater. If we are trapped underwater, we 

drown, just as any other mammal would.99 


Like other dolphins, my 

body is ideally shaped for 

moving through the water. 

Nothing sticks out that 

might slow me down. | 

have a rounded snout, with 

the lower jaw longer than 

the upper one, a rounded 

head, a curving dorsal fin 

and flippers that lie close 

to my sides, My skin is 

smooth. | 
My back is bluish grey and 

my underside whitish. Most 

Bottle-nosed adults are 

between 3m and 5m long. | 


weasel $ Easel 
hing sometimes 
po ride on the bow 
wave of 2 ship- ia 
Common dolphin in New 
Zealand travelled for 
aout ane way. 


We dolphins can move very fast by 
beating our tails, which have two 
horizontal blades at the end called 
flukes, up and down. We can travel at 
speeds of 20-25kph over long 
distances. But we also love to play in 
the water, jumping, somersaulting and 
riding on the waves. Members of my 
family are often seen getting a free 
ride on the wave that is pushed out 

at the front of a boat as it moves 
through the water. We sometimes 
take a wave like a surfrider, 
turning back out to sea before it 
breaks on the shore. 


RECORD BREAKERS 
The high-jumy Ap | record fora 
Common 


7 “a 


dolphins are 2G ofthe 
fastest in the some ot 

can swim at speeds Me, 
up to 43kph. 


We keep in touch with each other by many different sounds — 
clicks, chirps, whistles, squeaks and groans. We make these by 
moving the air that we have trapped through a number of flaps 
and openings just below the blowhole. We send the sounds out 
not through our mouths, but through the bulging part of our 
forehead, called the melon. We have excellent hearing and can 
pick up messages from dolphins many miles away. 


All About... 
Hunting and helping 


66Dolphins find their way about underwater 
by echo-location - they send out 
high-pitched sounds, which bounce off 
objects in their path. The dolphins can 
de-code the returning echoes so accurately 
that they can tell exactly where the objects 


are, and even what size they are. This f 
method of finding food - they eat fish and have pap 
creatures like squid and octopus — is much Recent tly, a 
more effective than using only their who was 
eyesight. This is because it is difficult to see Maceo 


things that are far away underwater, and 
sound actually travels faster in water than in 
air, and can be heard from further away.99 


Common dolphins, which are 
smaller than Bottle-noseds and 
have longer snouts, often hunt 
together in groups. When they 
locate a shoal of fish, they race 
towards them while sending out 
a stream of high-pitched 
sounds. This seems to panic 
the fish, who swim even closer 
together. It is then easy for the 
dolphins to charge right into the 
{ shoal and gobble up as many 
as they can. They use their 
sharp teeth, which point 
backwards, to grab their prey. 


KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Dolphins are very sociable. They 
often travel together in groups 
and keep in touch, by sound, all 
the time. When a member of a 
group is injured and unable to 
swim, the others will crowd 
round it and support it so that 
its blowhole is kept above 
the surface of the sea. 

When a baby dolphin is 
born the mother nudges it 
up to the surface so that it 
can take its first breath of 
air. Then she feeds it on her 
rich milk, every 20 minutes 
or so at first. During the next 
few weeks, other females help 
her to protect the baby from 
unfriendly males or from 
hungry sharks. 


Sometimes dolphins 

and whales, like the 

Pilot whale, become 
stranded on our 

beaches. No-one is quite 
sure why this happens, 
but if other dolphins hear 
their distress calls they 
swim ashore to join them. 
They won’t go back out to 
sea while the distressed 
dolphin is still calling. It is 
possible to lift the smaller 
dolphins, like the Common 
dolphin, on special 
stretchers and put them back 
in the sea but it is very 
difficult to move the 
heavier ones. 
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Secret World of. 


AN ESTUARY» 
IN SPRING > _ 


66 Shallow estuary waters make an ideal ~ A 
nursery for growing sea fish. So | sometimes \ \\ 
make a spring visit to stock up on seafood. 

| like hunting at the edge of the muddy creek, <f 
where small fish are easy to spot in the river’s 

trickle. At low tide, estuary plants, some in flower, are 
uncovered. Waders probe for food in the mud and 

sand. Under the surface small animals and shellfish 

wait for the flood to bring their dinner.99 


Speedy’s Challenge: cast your eye over the creek 
at low tide. How many Lugworm ‘casts’ can you 
see? They look like piles of twisted string. 


There are12 coiled casts on the mud. 
Opposite each one is the entrance 
to a Lugworm’s burrow. 


BIRDWATCHING 


Birdwatching is a very rewarding hobby. 
All you need to begin with is a good field 
guide and a sharp eye - and there’s no 
better place to start than in your own 
back garden or local park. People who 
study birds are called ornithologists. 


F dip their heads under the water : saad Edible cockles feed when the tide 

to search for tasty fish. After ip is in by straining tiny bits of food 
fishing, they perch on rocks or out of the water. When the tide 
posts to dry and oil themselves. is out, birds pick up 
The male Cormorant has white cockles and eat the 


Owl says 


If you are a keen birdwatcher, you 
might be interested in joining the 


\ 5; adel 
cheeks only in the breeding season. \ soft animal inside People whose hobby is birdwatching Young Ornithologists’ Club. 
ai the shell. Humans are called ‘twitchers’. Write to this address for details: 
like to eat them with The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, 


v a dash of vinegar. ; The Lodge, Sandy, BEDS, SG19 2DL. 
A 6, WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
4 (/ . Annual seablite Common terns hover Ha Birds and animals are often given 
/ \\ & — is quite happy to over a shoal of small HAs funny names to describe a group of REMEMBER, REMEMBER 
receive a daily fish and then splash in them. Here are a few bird names Here are a few things to remember 
sea drenching. to catch them (can you listed below - when you are out birdwatching. 
The ash from see some diving near 
burnt seablite was the boats?). Spring is Wear dull-coloured clothing 
once used to make nesting time, so adult (greens and browns are best) 
poor-quality glass. terns must catch lots : so that you blend in 
of fish to feed their a parliament of owls with your surroundings. 
hungry chicks. Wrap up well in cold weather. 


The Peppery furrow 
shell is a fairly large 
cone-shaped shell. It 
is quite common on 
muddy shores all 
round the British 
coast. 


Sit very quietly and 
try to keep partly 
hidden. If you have 
to move, do so very 
slowly so you don’t 
frighten the birds off. 


SS 
Sea purslane grows in 
estuaries where the tide 
flows in and out every 


day. Itdoesn’t _ Always take a 


mind getting fellow ‘twitcher’ 

its roots with you and tell 
«~ wet and an adult where 

salty. you are going. 


a building of rooks 


The Shelduck 


The Lugworm lives in a U-shaped Take a notebook and pencil 


iV ( 


fai pis ie a J Ap Zt burrow in the sand. There it with you to jot down what you see. 
like a goose. The 4 \ PM } . swallows sand and digests the 
male and female oa se Oe food contained in it. The waste is 


both have white WA A J” squirted on to the surface where 

plumage with a wide y Lie it forms a tell-tale cast. 

chestnut breast belt a 

and dark green head. — Slipper limpets form chains by riding 

The male grows a piggyback. The top shells are males, 

fleshy knob on his which turn female as they grow. 

bill in early spring. Why slipper limpets? Turned over, 
they look just like your grandad’s 

snuggest carpet creepers. 


a descent of woodpeckers 


Don’t forget to take a 
small field guide with you. 
A pair of binoculars is very useful, too. 


Can you think of any more? 


NEVER go near a nest that is being used, 
you mighi scare off the parents for good. 


L 


KEEPING A NOTEBOOK 


All good birdwatchers keep a note of what they have seen 
out in the field. Take a pocket-sized notebook with you 

while birdwatching, then write up your notes in a neat book 
when you get home. Here are some clues to look out for. 


DOES YOUR BIRD HAVE A BILL SHAPED 
LIKE ONE OF THESE? 


vw Seed eaters have 
short, tough bills for 
cracking seeds. 


ALong-billed birds 
probe for grubs in 
soft ground. 


wv Insect eaters 
have thin, sharp 


> Birds of prey . beaks to probe 


have hooked 
beaks for 
tearing the 
flesh off 
their prey. 


and crannies. 


4 Water birds have 
broad, blunt bills with 
tooth-like edges, which 
act as strainers. 


BLACK WHAT COLOUR IS IT? 
The best way to remember what a bird looks like 
is to draw a rough shape of a bird in 

your notebook. Then label each part with 
its colour in the right place. For example, 
if the bird’s head is black, write 
black on the head. 


Draw a small oval for 
the head and a large 
oval for the body. 


Add a beak, neck, tail, 
legs and feet. 


Label details of 
markings and colours. 


for food in nooks 


“' 


WHAT SHAPE ARE ITS FEET? 


< Waders have long 
legs to move through 
water, and long toes 
to stop them sinking 
into the mud. 


Water birds 
have webbed 


feet to use as > Birds of 

paddles. prey kill with 
their sharp 
claws. 


N <4 Birds which spend most 
.\ of their time on the ground 
scratching for food need 
scaly, sturdy feet. 


> Some birds 
spend a lot of 
time perched 


A Birds that climb 
on branches, tree trunks have 
their toes locked toes pointing 
round them so forwards and 

that they don’t fall off. backwards. 


WHAT DOES THE TAIL LOOK LIKE? 


Is the tail long or short? 


Is it square, forked, rounded or wedge-shaped? 


/ 


A. 


HOW DOES IT FLY? 


Is it slow or fast? Does it flap, glide or hover? 


WHAT SIZE IS IT? 
The best way to decide 
the size of a bird is 

to compare it with the 
size of a bird you know, 
such as a blackbird, 
pigeon, or sparrow. 


Does it fly in a straight line? Or does it dip up and down? 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FA 


THE OUTBACK 


The Outback is an area of hot, might see a brightly coloured 
dry scrubland in Australia. You Galah bird, or a flock of wild 
would think few creatures budgerigars. Goannas (large 
could survive on such arid lizards) and rock wallabies sun 
land, but it’s teeming with themselves on the huge 
wildlife. Up in the sky you boulders dotted around. 


4 RHYTHM STICKS 

Termites unknowingly make musical 
instruments for the Aborigines by 
hollowing out long, straight pieces 
of wood. These didgeridoos are 
usually about 1.5m long, but can be 
up to 4.5m. For sacred ceremonies 
they are painted and decorated 

with feathers. 


<4 SAVING WATER 
Ever seen a tree shrink? 
The boab tree has a 
huge swollen trunk, 
which it uses to store 
water. If there’s a bad 
drought and the tree 
has to go a really long 
time without water, it 
shrinks as its supply is 

E used up. This ‘prisoner’ 
boab has a hollow 
trunk, which was once 
used as a tiny jail. 


aymazie 


GOURMET GRUBS 
‘Aborigines like to eat witchetty 
grubs. They look for tell-tale 
signs on tree trunks then dig 
them out. These melting 
mouthfuls are rich in fats and 
sugars. You can eat them raw, 
but they’re better barbecued — 


they taste like scrambled eggs. 


7*SeINATING FACTS 


P» POWERFUL POISONER 

The Death adder can play a deadly trick. When it 
sees a tasty meal approaching, like a lizard, it 
twitches its tail. The lizard thinks it’s an insect 
moving on the ground, and gets nearer and 
nearer until the adder strikes out and bites it. It is 
one of the most poisonous snakes in the world, 
so the lizard doesn’t stand a chance. 


WSWINE DOWN UNDER 
There are thousands of donkeys, 
camels and wild horses in the 
outback - descendants of domestic 
stock. The Australian wild boar is 
descended from pigs, kept by 
settlers 200 years ago. It lives for 
about 20 years and can grow up to 
2m long. It can swim 7km in one go! 


: What do you call a 
/ group of kangaroos? 


“qow yt 


> CORKSCREW 
BURROWERS 
The Rabbit-eared 
bandicoot, or Bilbie, 
burrows branching 
tunnels like a rabbit, 
but his are spiral 
and go down as 
deep as 3m. 
Ausiralian Aborigines 
used to eat bandicoot 
meat on special 
occasions, and use the 
tail tufts as ornaments. 


Dg 


2 / The first clock rang, but Adder didn’t stir. It took A while latershe glanced at the watch at the 
al three clocks to ring before she opened one eye. _ end of her tail: “Oh dear,” she sighed. “I suppor 
. She flicked off the alarm with her tail. “Sssshhh,” it’s time to get up.” At that moment she 
; Adder was still hibernating, but it would soon be _ Before hibernating, Adder had set lots of alarm she hissed. “I’m sssstill ssssleeping.” 
warm enough for her to wake up. As she slept, clocks in case some of them didn’t go off. But 


. y she dreamt of White Deer Park and all her friends. over the weeks she was asleep, some of them 
, lost time and now all her clocks were showing 


—<—e different times. 
; “y 


OUT OF TIME 

While painting Adder’s dream of White Deer Park, 
the artist has become confused. He has put in some 
animals which are now extinct and others which once 
lived in England’s woodlands but don’t anymore. 
Can you spot them — and do you 


7 ol j Vi“ know their names? 


WAKEY, WAKEY! 

Which clock will wake Adder first? ~< 
Can you put the clocks in order of es { 
earliest to latest? uk 


pam fs 


ope 


Puzzle if out 2?” 


WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? 

Can you arrange the pictures in order 
from first to last to see what 
happened next? 


hesitates, or strays off the subject, one of the 
other players challenges him. If the judge 
allows the challenge, the player who interrupted 
continues on the same subject until he is 
challenged or the time runs out. 

Each player earns for his team 1 point for a 
correct challenge, 3 points if he is talking when 
the minute is up, or 5 points if he speaks for a 
whole minute without being correctly 
challenged. At the end of the game the team 
with the most points wins. 


JUST A MINUTE 


You'll need a stop watch and a trustworthy 
friend to act as the timer and judge. 


The aim of the game is that each person 
speaks for one minute (timed by the judge) 
without stopping or repeating themselves or 
going off the subject. 

Divide the players into two teams. Each 
person writes down a topic to speak about and 
these are put in a hat. A topic is pulled out by 
the judge and given to the first player, who 
starts talking about it. If he repeats himself, 


Foxes are nocturnal 
animals that live in 
the,er... that live... 


joo A 
REPE TITION! 


Vee 


wy 


Then Adder went for her first walk of the year 
accompanied by her friends. 


TIME CROSSWORD 
Fill in the crossword using the clues to help. 


Clues 
Across 

2 A meal at midday. 

3 When the sun rises. 

7 How many seconds in a minute? 
9 At 4 o'clock we have —-? 

10 In summer the weather is —-? 


Down 
1 The day of rest. . 
4 You can wear this to 


F tell the time. 
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af 4\0Y ! “Dear Reeder ind Parent, — 
i Don 4 lose your Farthing Wood Friends! — 
ap heens then sate in this smart Tidy Box. - 


yy 


Farthing Wood Friends ° 
builds up into a 
fascinating nature 
series that youll want 
to refer to again and 
again, both for school - 
and to enjoy the % 
adventures of the 
animals. 


To make sure the 
magazines stayin =~ 
perfect condition and 
don't get lost, we 
have designed these 
colourful Tidy Boxes. 
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See te side front rane of Pree 
for details of how to order yours. 


